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administrative blunders that cause unrest in India, there
has grown up a generation of Indians sensitive to any hostile
attitude on the part of men in power towards India's political
aspirations. Upon the introduction of certain measures of
reforms during the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon, the Anglo-
Indian Press declared that " the only people who have any
right to India are the British ; the so-called Indians have no
right whatever." 1 For many years since the introduction of
Local Self-Government in 1882, the Bodies created under the
Act had no independent life. Most of the officials had not
entered upon the task of laying the true foundation of a
responsible government in the spirit Lord Ripon conceived
the idea. The charge that " official scepticism and unwilling-
ness to work on equal terms with Indians had ruined a
valuable educational experiment " 2 cannot be easily refuted.
To Lord Curzon the term " self-government " was wholly
inapplicable to India. The favourable psychological re-
actions on Indian opinion consequent upon the passing of
the Government of India Act (1919), were, to a great extent,
nullified by utterances of responsible British statesmen as
soon as Great Britain began to recover from the War fatigue.
In the House of Commons, on August 22, 1922, the Prime
Minister (Mr. Lloyd George) declared :

" That Britain under no circumstances will relinquish
her responsibility in India is a cardinal principle, not
merely for the present Government, but of any Government
which will command the confidence of the people in this
country, I can see no period when India can dispense with
the guidance and the assistance of this small nucleus of the
British Civil Service. They are the steel frame of the
whole structure."

Lord Irwin's declaration in regard to Dominion Status
for India was described in the Tory Press as " the most

1 Quoted by Sir Valentine Chirol In his book, " Fifty Years in a Changing
World."

2 " Rise and Fulfilment of British Rule in India," by Thompson and
Garratt.    Macmillan: 1934-
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